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CONCERNING THIS MANUSCRIPT

The attached list of common names was first assembled in its present form
a little over a year ago. However, it represents the results of many years of
search for as many acceptable vermacular or common names as could be found or
coined for each species and subspecies of North American freshwater bivalve
mollusks, as well as the most difficult task of selecting the most appropriate
of these.

Tte list is not perfect. Directly or indirectly, perhaps a hundred or
more interested people, both amateurs and professionals, have made
contriputions———but there may be at least as many concerned individuals who
have yet to express themselves. As chairman of this committe, I have requested
that none of these names be added to the American Malacological Union list
until at least the time of the 1985 Annual Meeting. This will give interested
persons additional opportunity for input, and will hopefully provide improve-
ments in at least some of the names proposed here.

It should be mnoted that a sincere effort has been made to find or coin
the most appropriate name: that name which, to the best of our ability to
judge, conforms to the A.M.U., List of Principles adopted for use as guidelines,
and hence can be used for communication with greatest ease, efficiency, and
meaning in the years ahead. In checking the popularity of a number of common
names currently in use for various species of animals, it has become apparent
that:

1. The most popular names are descriptive and refer to structural,
color, or behavioral features of the animal or to its typical habitat
or geographic range (e.g. Black Sand Shell, Pond Floater, Golden Orb
Shell, Ouachita Fan Shell, etc.). '

peprannd — vaxgggﬁplsms having capitalized common names are accorded greater

. N respect, and—are.gven held to be of greater importance than forms
Qg”“f“gﬁlx“cud rol 1isied only in lower za etters. %he capita?s, which clearly
3§Pddf¢ “?}dlff denote the proper noun which {E‘the‘g§@§ of the taxon, alse distin~

; Yrr v guish the name from descriptive adjectivégmﬁpp%iadagg_iéétki Yellow
Mucket, for example, is different from a yellow Common M t.

3. Names alluding to human devices tend to be functional during the
period of popularity of the object, but later generations find them
perplexing or confusing (e.g. Sugarspoon, Snuffbox, Spectacle Case).

4. Transliterations are popular with those who are familiar with the
current sclentific names, but they are very confusing when the scien-
tific name is corrected to a different but valid name. This is also
true of patronyms, when Smith's Shell may become Unio jonesi and
Jones' Shell is revised to Unio smithi'!

5. Common names of "poor taste' are accorded less respect than others,
and bring disrespect to the species bearing such names (Slopbucket,
Dogpecker, Bastard, etc.-——There are far worse!l).

ﬁnﬁmd@k
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Most of these attitudes and behavioral reactions are covered by the
Guideline Principles. Others were learned too late to be approved as
Principles, but were brought to bear in compiling this list.

It is anticipated that this list will become increasingly useful and
stable over:the. years ahead if the care and concern expressed in the '
Guideline Principles are used in selecting the names to be added to the A.M.U.
List. A great deal of future difficulty can clearly be avoided if we:

1. use our Guideline Principles in selecting names and

2, refrain from approving or publishing any common name with
A.M.U. approval until it has had the benefit of a number of con-
cerned people making the effort to find a really satisfactory,

usable, acceptable common name that will stand the test of time.

" Pleake actept my thanks for z and all suggegstions for improvement
of this list.

Sincerely,

David H. Stansbéry p k

Chairman
AMU Common Names Committee for
Freshwater Bivalve Mollusks

July 1984
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